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The Gift of Faith 
 

Today we would like to introduce The Gifts of Power; the gifts that do something.  The first 

Gift of Power is the gift of faith.   

 

The gift of Faith is a super-natural intervention of the Spirit of God which exceeds the 

normal faith in the Word of God. This intervention is very unusual and is both creative and 

calling those things that be not as though they were.  

 

Another way to define “The Gift of Faith” is the supernatural ability to believe God for 

things not seen in the natural YET, but a person believes and “know” that God is bringing it 

to pass, or to fruition.  

 

Jesus used the illustration of the mustard seed (Matthew 7:20). He let us know that it does 

not take a lot of faith to  bring big changes in our world.  Comparatively speaking, a mustard 

seed is very small, and a mountain is huge! But FAITH as a mustard seed can move a 

mountain, or a great issue in your life! 

The writer of Hebrews defines FAITH as the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen - (We rely on God to bring it to pass). By faith we understand that the 

universe was formed by God’s command… Hebrews 11. This faith believes in spiritual 

realities:  leads to righteousness -v.4; seeks God- v.6; believes in His goodness- v.6;  

confidence in His Word- vv. 7, 11; obeys His commands-v.8; regulates life on His promises-

vv.13, 39; rejects the spirit of this present evil age-v.13; seeks a heavenly home-vv. 14-16; 

perseveres in testing-vv. 17-19; blesses the next generation-v.21; refuses sin’s pleasures-v.25; 

endures persecution-v.27; performs mighty acts of righteousness-vv.33-35; suffers for God-

vv.25, 35-38; does not return to the country they left, i.e. the world-vv.15-16. 

 

As we read Matthew 9:27-31 Jesus passes by two blind men. They followed Jesus into a 

house seeking to be healed. Jesus said unto them, “ Believe ye that I am able to do this?” 

They said unto Jesus “Yes Lord.” Then Jesus touched their eyes and said, “ACCORDING 

TO YOUR FAITH BE IT UNTO YOU.”  

 

 

Two years prior to my conversion, our 9 year old son died of a rare form of spinal meningitis 

in less than 15 hours. We, being unsaved but very religious, did not know how to pray. After 

my conversion and being filled with the Holy Spirit at a FGBMFI meeting, I realized that 

John 10:10 was a reality. Jesus stated "the thief came not but to steal and to kill and to 

destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly." 

Of course, the thief is satan himself. At this time, I made the statement that "Satan, you 

killed one of my sons but you will never kill another"_ 

Little did I know that 8 years later, my eldest son would drop dead at my feet. This was on an 

isolated mountain the southwest corner of Tulsa County, Oklahoma. We were 1/4 mile from 

the car and 2 miles from the nearest house. For a period of over 3 weeks, the Lord had 

wakened me a 1 to 2 A.M. and I would pray or study the Word for one to two hours every 

night. Now, I know that this was preparation for this attack on my son's life; of course, God 

did not cause this to happen, but He was aware of Satan's attack. As he fell forward and I 

turned to see him face down in the dirt, I immediately rolled him over with his head cradled 

in my left arm, my legs were under his back and my right hand on his chest. The first 

declaration out of my mouth was "Satan you killed one of my sons but you will never kill 
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another". From then on, I prayed in tongues with him lying dead in my arms, eyes rolled 

back and a deadly gray hue over his face. The scripture in Romans 8:26 states when "we 

know not what to pray for as we ought: the Spirit helps us make intercessions with 

groanings." It seemed like an eternity before any life, movement or sign of recovery was 

evident. Now, after looking back on this situation, I believe it was not much more than 30 

minutes until a slight movement was reflected. In approximately one hour there was enough 

recovery that we were able to get back to our transportation. This was approximately 9:30 

A.M. on an October day with very good weather. 

After this entire experience, there was no doubt in my mind of his recovery all day long. 

However, at approximately 4:00 P.M. the reality of the entire affair became evident to me 

when the Gift of Faith lifted and the emotions and the reality of this situation manifested 

itself. The Lord spoke to me and said: "150 things you could have done and your son would 

not be alive". Then I shouted, I cried, I laughed, and all physical emotions that you could 

imagine took place. 

 

 

The reality of the Gift of Faith is God given and above all human faith that anyone can 

manifest on their own. When it comes, it takes you over, it consumes you and completely 

controls your thoughts, emotions and feelings but when it leaves; in this ease approximately 6 

hours later, then the reality of God's gift is really confirmed. 
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Working of Miracles 
 

The second gift of power is the gift of working of miracles.   

We can define the working of miracles as the voice of God speaking, causing something to 

come to pass. We also define miracles as a supernatural occurrence which is beyond our 

natural comprehension. God intervenes and He can empower us with strength, with an 

energy, that we do not normally have. It is the power of the Spirit of God surging through us 

– through our hands, feet, our minds – causing us to do or be something that is not normal or 

natural to our behavior.  

This is found in Acts 19:11-12  And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: 

So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 

departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.  

 

Let’s look at examples from scripture: 

A. Elijah removes his coat and hits the water with his coat. The waters divide and he 

      walks over onmdry ground – 2 Kings 2:8. 

       B. David slew a lion and a bear with his naked hands – 1 Samuel 17. 

       C. Samson slew a thousand Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey-Judges 15:14-16. 

       D. Jesus turned water into wine – John 2:1-11. 

       E. Jesus fed 5000 men plus women and children with five small barley loaves of 

            bread and two small 

            fish. This miracle of multiplication is mentioned in all four Gospels. 

 

In the fall of 2001 men from twenty five states and five different countries flew into 

Brownsville, Texas to participate in the first FGB “Fire Team Outreach” in the USA. One of 

our members had a vision several years before the outreach that he was to lease a warehouse 

on the Rio Grand River. In the vision food was being distributed. FGB leadership had 

secured two truckloads of food and went on radio and television in Brownsville on a 

Wednesday morning and announced a food give-away to the poor and needy for Saturday 

afternoon at the Brownsville Convention Center. By Wednesday afternoon our food supplier 

canceled the two truckloads. We went immediately to prayer and truckloads of food were 

offered from the cities of Chicago, St. Louis, Oklahoma City, Fort Worth and San Antonio. 

All suppliers said that they could not deliver the food. We were back on our knees when 

Valley Trucking called and said “we deliver produce all over the USA and return empty. We 

will bring back the food and it will not cost you anything.” H.E.B., a major food retailer 

called and said that they would donate plastic sacks for the food and that it would not cost us 

anything. A group of men from Oklahoma City were experienced with working trucks. God 

answered our prayers and supplied a warehouse, five truckloads of food, transportation to 

get the food, experienced manpower to manage the food and plastic sacks to package the 

food.  

While we were ministering on the streets of Brownsville and Matamoros, we were inviting 

everyone to receive free food on Saturday. Thousands of people showed up and lined up. 

Teams would minister prayer and salvation. Nineteen thousand people received food and 

5400 of those people prayed and received salvation in Jesus Christ. We all were witnesses of 

God using us to work this miracle.  

      The churches in the area were filled on Sunday. Praise the Lord!  
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Gift of Healing 
 

The third gift of Power is the gift of healing.    

 

Every Spirit filled Believer can be used by God in every one of the gifts. But having a 

particular gift is indicated by that gift flowing regularly or particularly strongly in an 

individual’s life. For example, any Believer who is yielded to the Lord may at times operate 

in the gift of faith, or the gift of healing or be used by the Lord to bring a miracle to pass. 

The need determines the gift. But, some Believers are used frequently and primarily in one 

area more strongly or more regularly than in other areas. 

 

All Believers are encouraged to lay hands on the sick and to pray for them. It is normal for 

the Lord to hear that prayer and heal the person they are praying for.  As we yield ourselves 

to the Holy Spirit, He can develop these gifts in us. 

 

HOW MANY GIFTS OF HEALING ARE THERE? SOME THEOLOGIANS SPECULATE 

THAT THERE MAY BE THIRTY NINE CATEGORIES OF DISEASE AS THERE WERE 

STRIPES PLACED ON THE BACK OF JESUS. LET’S LOOK AT WAYS WE CAN PRAY 

FOR HEALING: 

A. Pray for yourself. 

       B. Have a family member pray for you. 

       C. Call for the minister and elders of your church – James  

            5:14-15. 

 

MARK RECORDS MIRACLES OF HEALING PERFORMED BY JESUS: 

       A. Peter’s mother-in-law healed of fever- Mark 1:29-31. 

       B. Many healed of various diseases after the Sabbath sunset – Mark 1:32-34. 

       C. Jesus cleanses a leper – Mark 1:40-45. 

       D. Jesus forgives and heals a paralytic – Mark 2:1-12.  

       E. Jesus heals a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath – Mark 3:1-5. 

       F. Jesus healed a demon-possessed man – Mark 5:1-20 

       G. Jesus restored life to Jairus’ daughter – Mark 5:21-24; 35-43  

       H. Jesus healed a woman with an issue of blood – Mark 5:25-34. 

        I. Jesus said “…He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he also; and greater 

             works than these shall he do, because I go unto the Father – John 14:12.” 

 

OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE PRAYED FOR THE SICK AND HAVE SEEN GOD 

OPEN BLIND EYES AND DEAF EARS; HEAL THE LAME; RESTORE LIFE TO THE 

DEAD AND SET THE CAPTIVES FREE. 

 

MY ENTIRE LIFE CHANGED ONE OCTOBER EVENING WHILE I WAS 

EXPERIENCING MY SECOND STROKE, THE BIG ONE WHERE LIFE AS WE KNOW 

IT ENDS. THE PRESSURE IN MY HEAD WAS SO GREAT I THOUGHT IT WOULD 

EXPLODE ALL OVER THE ROOM. IN DEPERATION I CALLED OUT TO JESUS AND 

SAID “YOU CAN HAVE ALL OF ME.” IMMEDIATELY JESUS SPOKE TO ME AND 

SAID 
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“DO MY WILL.” THE PRESSURE FROM THE STROKE DISAPPEARED AS I WAS 

STANDING IN THE PRESENCE OF A HOLY GOD. I FELT SUCH GREAT LOVE AND 

FORGIVENESS LIKE NOTHING I HAD EVER EXPERIENCED. I RECEIVED SOME 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS THAT EVENING AND A COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION IN MY 

LIFE. IN1988 THE LORD GAVE ME A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTIAN WIFE. 

WHILE ATTENDING A PRAYER BREAKFAST IN 1990 THE HOLY SPIRIT 

INSTRUCTED ME TO PRAY WITH A MAN AS I PASSED BY HIS TABLE. AT THE 

END OF THE BREAKFAST I COMMITTED TO PRAY WITH HIM. HE WAS A VERY 

GODLY MAN AND FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. IN FACT, JUST THREE 

WEEKS AFTER OUR FIRST MEETING I WAS HAVING SEVERE CHEST PAINS. MY 

WIFE SAID “HAVE JOHN PRAY FOR YOU.” HE PUT HIS HAND ON MY HEART AND 

SAID “BE HEALED IN THE NAME OF JESUS.” I RECEIVED A RENEWED HEART 

THAT EVENING AND FOR THE NEXT TEN AND ONE HALF YEARS HE TAUGHT 

ME HOW TO LISTEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN I PRAYED. THIS MAN WAS A 

FGBMFI CHAPTER PRESIDENT. WE WENT MANY PLACES TOGETHER AND 

PRAYED FOR PEOPLE. MANY WOULD BE HEALED AND RECEIVE JESUS AS 

SAVIOR. 

 

IN MAY OF 1999 I FOUND MYSELF IN A SMALL MOUNTAIN VILLAGE GOING 

HOUSE TO HOUSE PRAYING FOR FAMILIES. THIS ONE PARTICULAR HOME 

HOUSED FOUR GENERATIONS AND THE YOUNGEST FAMILY MEMBER HAD 

BECOME LEGALLY BLIND. THEY SHOWED ME A MEDICAL REPORT WHICH 

SAID THERE WAS NO MEDICAL CURE. I ASKED IF I COULD PRAY FOR THIS 

LITTLE EIGHT YEAR OLD GIRL. I WAS GRANTED PERMISSION. AS I BEGAN TO 

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID TO PRAY AGAINST A HEREDITARY CURSE. WHEN 

I FINISHED PRAYING THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID TO REMOVE HER GLASSES AND 

GIVE HER A BIBLE TO READ. I THOUGHT SHE WAS GOING TO READ THE 

ENTIRE BIBLE. AS I LOOKED TO MY LEFT HER GRANDMOTHER WAS JUMPING 

WITH GREAT JOY AND WHEN I LOOKED TO MY RIGHT MY INTERPRETER WAS 

JUMPING FOR JOY. THIS LITTLE GIRL ASKED HER GRANDMOTHER IF SHE 

COULD GO WITH US. WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW HER, THEY WOULD BELIEVED 

UPON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE OF THE MIRACLE. MANY EYES WERE 

OPENED THAT WEEK AS GOD ANOINTED ME TO PRAY FOR THE BLIND. 

 

WHERE EVER WE GO WE SEE GOD AT WORK. WHEN WAR BROKE OUT IN IRAQ, 

I FELT THE CALLING TO GO. OUR SMALL TEAM CHARTED A PLANE IN AMMAN, 

JORDAN AND FLEW INTO BAGHDAD, IRAQ. MIRACLES OF SALVATION AND 

HEALINGS WERE HAPPENING ALL AROUND US. 

ONE MORNING AT A HOTEL IN BAGHDAD WE MET A LADY ON CRUTCHES. SHE 

WAS GOING TO HAVE KNEE SURGERY THAT AFTERNOON. WE ASKED IF WE 

COULD PRAY FOR HER AND PERMISSION WAS GRANTED. WE SAW HER THE 

NEXT MORNING WITHOUT CRUTCHES AND ASKED ABOUT THE SURGERY. SHE 

SAID “I DIDN’T HAVE SURGERY YOUR JESUS HEALED ME. I WANT MY FAMILY 

TO KNOW THIS JESUS.” SHE CALLED HER FAMILY OVER AND IN THE MIDDLE 

OF THE HOTEL LOBBY AND THEY GOT ON THEIR KNEES AND PRAYED TO 

RECEIVE JESUS. 

 

ON SEPTEMBER 24, 2006, WE WERE IN A TENT CRUSADE IN ARMENIA. THAT 

EVENING THIRTY DEAF PEOPLE RECEIVED THEIR HEARING. ONE OF OUR 
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TEAM MEMBERS HAD BEEN DEAF IN HIS LEFT EAR FOR FIFTY FIVE YEARS. AS 

WE TOUCHED HIS EAR HE WAS HEALED. GOD IS GOOD. 

 

WE WERE INVITED TO PREACH IN A SMALL CHURCH IN A TELEVISED 

SERVICE. THE HOLY SPIRIT LED US TO PREACH AND TEACH ON JAMES 5:13-16. 

AT THE END OF THE MESSAGE THE PASTOR AND ELDERS WERE CALLED TO 

THE PLATFORM. EACH WAS GIVEN ANOINTING OIL. THE SICK IN THE 

CONGREGATION WERE INVITED TO COME FORWARD FOR PRAYER. ELEVEN 

CAME FORWARD AND WERE ANOINTED WITH OIL AND EACH ELDER LAYED 

HANDS ON THE SICK AND PRAYED.  THREE RECEIVED HEALING. THIS WAS THE 

FIRST TIME THAT CHURCH HAD FOLLOWED THE SCRIPTURES AND SAW THE 

POWER OF GOD. 

THE FOLLOWING WEEK A MAN CAME TO THE CHURCH DEMANDING $5000 FOR 

A HEART BYPASS. THE PASTOR CALLED FOR THE ELDERS AND THEY 

ANOINTED HIM WITH OIL, LAYED HANDS ON HIM AND PRAYED. GOD HEALED 

THAT MAN IN THE NAME OF JESUS AND GOD RECEIVED THE GLORY. 

 

  

       OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE PRAYED FOR THE SICK AND HAVE SEEN GOD 

OPEN BLIND EYES AND DEAF EARS; HEAL THE LAME; RESTORE LIFE TO THE 

DEAD AND SET THE CAPTIVES FREE. 

 

1.  MY ENTIRE LIFE CHANGED ONE OCTOBER EVENING WHILE I WAS 

EXPERIENCING MY SECOND STROKE, THE BIG ONE WHERE LIFE AS WE KNOW 

IT ENDS. THE PRESSURE IN MY HEAD WAS SO GREAT I THOUGHT IT WOULD 

EXPLODE ALL OVER THE ROOM. IN DEPERATION I CALLED OUT TO JESUS AND 

SAID “YOU CAN HAVE ALL OF ME.” IMMEDIATELY JESUS SPOKE TO ME AND 

SAID 

 “DO MY WILL.” THE PRESSURE FROM THE STROKE DISAPPEARED AS I 

WAS STANDING IN THE PRESENCE OF A HOLY GOD. I FELT SUCH GREAT LOVE 

AND FORGIVENESS LIKE NOTHING I HAD EVER EXPERIENCED. I RECEIVED 

SOME SPIRITUAL GIFTS THAT EVENING AND A COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION 

IN MY LIFE. IN 1988 THE LORD GAVE ME A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTIAN WIFE. 

 WHILE ATTENDING A PRAYER BREAKFAST IN 1990 THE HOLY SPIRIT 

INSTRUCTED ME TO PRAY WITH A MAN AS I PASSED BY HIS TABLE. AT THE 

END OF THE BREAKFAST I COMMITTED TO PRAY WITH HIM. HE WAS A VERY 

GODLY MAN AND FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. IN FACT, JUST THREE 

WEEKS AFTER OUR FIRST MEETING I WAS HAVING SEVERE CHEST PAINS. MY 

WIFE SAID “HAVE JOHN PRAY FOR YOU.” HE PUT HIS HAND ON MY HEART AND 

SAID “BE HEALED IN THE NAME OF JESUS.” I RECEIVED A RENEWED HEART 

THAT EVENING AND FOR THE NEXT TEN AND ONE HALF YEARS HE TAUGHT 

ME HOW TO LISTEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN I PRAYED. THIS MAN WAS A 

CHAPTER PRESIDENT OF THE FULL GOSPEL BUSINESS MEN’S FELLOWHSIP 

INTERNATIONAL.  WE WENT MANY PLACES TOGETHER AND PRAYED FOR 

PEOPLE. MANY WOULD BE HEALED AND RECEIVE JESUS AS SAVIOR. 

 

2.  IN MAY OF 1999 I FOUND MYSELF IN A SMALL MOUNTAIN VILLAGE GOING 

HOUSE TO HOUSE PRAYING FOR FAMILIES. THIS ONE PARTICULAR HOME, 

HOUSED FOUR GENERATIONS AND THE YOUNGEST FAMILY MEMBER HAD 

BECOME LEGALLY BLIND. THEY SHOWED ME A MEDICAL REPORT WHICH 
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SAID THERE WAS NO MEDICAL CURE. I ASKED IF I COULD PRAY FOR THIS 

LITTLE EIGHT YEAR OLD GIRL. I WAS GRANTED PERMISSION. AS I BEGAN TO 

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID TO PRAY AGAINST A HEREDITARY CURSE. WHEN 

I FINISHED PRAYING THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID TO REMOVE HER GLASSES AND 

GIVE HER A BIBLE TO READ. I THOUGHT SHE WAS GOING TO READ THE 

ENTIRE BIBLE. AS I LOOKED TO MY LEFT HER GRANDMOTHER WAS JUMPING 

WITH GREAT JOY AND WHEN I LOOKED TO MY RIGHT MY INTERPRETER WAS 

JUMPING FOR JOY. THIS LITTLE GIRL ASKED HER GRANDMOTHER IF SHE 

COULD GO WITH US. WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW HER, THEY WOULD BELIEVE 

UPON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE OF THE MIRACLE. MANY EYES WERE 

OPENED THAT WEEK AS GOD ANOINTED ME TO PRAY FOR THE BLIND. 

 

3.  WHERE EVER WE GO WE SEE GOD AT WORK. WHEN WAR BROKEOUT IN 

IRAQ, I FELT THE CALLING TO GO. OUR SMALL TEAM CHARTED A PLANE IN 

AMMAN, JORDAN AND FLEW INTO BAGHDAD, IRAQ. MIRACLES OF SALVATION 

AND HEALINGS WERE HAPPENING ALL AROUND US. 

 ONE MORNING AT A HOTEL IN BAGHDAD WE MET A LADY ON 

CRUTCHES. SHE WAS GOING TO HAVE KNEE SURGERY THAT AFTERNOON. WE 

ASKED IF WE COULD PRAY FOR HER AND PERMISSION WAS GRANTED. WE 

SAW HER THE NEXT MORNING WITHOUT CRUTCHES AND ASKED ABOUT THE 

SURGERY. SHE SAID “I DIDN’T HAVE SURGERY YOUR JESUS HEALED ME. I 

WANT MY FAMILY TO KNOW THIS JESUS.” SHE CALLED HER FAMILY OVER 

AND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE HOTEL LOBBY AND THEY GOT ON THEIR KNEES 

AND PRAYED TO RECEIVE JESUS. 

 

4.  ON SEPTEMBER 24, 2006, WE WERE IN A TENT CRUSADE IN ARMENIA. THAT 

EVENING THIRTY DEAF PEOPLE RECEIVED THEIR HEARING. ONE OF OUR 

TEAM MEMBERS HAD BEEN DEAF IN HIS LEFT EAR FOR FIFTY FIVE YEARS. AS 

WE TOUCHED HIS EAR HE WAS HEALED. GOD IS GOOD. 

 

5.  WE WERE INVITED TO PREACH IN A SMALL CHURCH IN A TELEVISED 

SERVICE. THE HOLY SPIRIT LED US TO PREACH AND TEACH ON JAMES 5:13-16. 

AT THE END OF THE MESSAGE THE PASTOR AND ELDERS WERE CALLED TO 

THE PLATFORM. EACH WAS GIVEN ANOINTING OIL. THE SICK IN THE 

CONGREGATION WERE INVITED TO COME FORWARD FOR PRAYER. ELEVEN 

CAME FORWARD AND WERE ANOINTED WITH OIL AND EACH ELDER LAYED 

HANDS ON THE SICK AND PRAYED.  THREE RECEIVED HEALING. THIS WAS THE 

FIRST TIME THAT CHURCH HAD FOLLOWED THE SCRIPTURES AND SAW THE 

POWER OF GOD. 

 THE FOLLOWING WEEK A MAN CAME TO THE CHURCH DEMANDING 

$5000 FOR A HEART BYPASS. THE PASTOR CALLED FOR THE ELDERS AND THEY 

ANOINTED HIM WITH OIL, LAYED HANDS ON HIM AND PRAYED. GOD HEALED 

THAT MAN IN THE NAME OF JESUS AND GOD RECEIVED THE GLORY. 
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The Gift of Prophecy 
 

# 1 The third gift of utterance is the gift of prophecy. 

Prophecy is a speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It may refer to future events 

or to facts or events that the speaker had no human way of knowing.  (Acts 3:21; Acts 11:28; 

Acts 21:11; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 Cor. 14:23-32). It includes speaking to people for edification, and 

exhortation and comfort (1 Cor. 14:3) in a way that is beyond just kind words 

IS PROPHECY APPLICABLE IN OUR WORLD TODAY? YES! MOST CERTAINLY, 

EVEN THOUGH MOST CHURCHES AND CONGREGATIONS REFLECT THEIR 

REVERENCE TO GOD'S INTERVENTION WITH A “HO-HUM" ATTITUDE. 

Basically, the Bible is constructed around prophecy, much of which is personal prophecy. 

When prophecy is on the written pages of the Bible, men take this message as the true Word 

of God; but, when given in today's church, men pay little to no attention to God's voice.  

True, every prophecy must be judged by the written Word and thereby confirmed. 

The first chapter of the Bible proves the importance that God places on the spoken word 

which created everything our five senses world consists of. Even we ourselves are a result of 

God's spoken word. Jesus, the Spoken Word manifested as God in our lives was and always 

will remain the greatest prophet. Many of the Old Testament prophets set a fore shadow of 

God's proposed redemption through this great prophet, Jesus our Lord. Even John the 

Baptist, whom Jesus declared to be the greatest prophet of the Old Covenant, entire message 

was of the corning of Jesus our Messiah. 

I Thessalonians 5:19-21 states: Do not despise prophecies. 

  verse 19 "Do not quench the Spirit.   

  verse 20  Do not despise prophecies. 

  verse 21  Test all things; hold fast what is good." 

Numbers 11:29 Moses stated that he wished to God “…that all of the Lord's people were 

Prophets.” 

"And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? Would God that all the Lord's people 

were 

       prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon them!" 

I Corinthians 14:4 Prophecy is for the edification of the church. 

"He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth 

the church.“ 

God's Word is eternal whether in the Bible or given by an anointed prophet of God and will 

always create, inspire, heal, comfort or direct His will in our lives. Prophecy along with 

Words of Knowlege and Words of Wisdom will quite often identify problem areas in a 

church or in individuals with directional guidance. Prophecy definitely reflects God's 

personal concern and love for His Body (The Church) and to you as an individual. 

 

 

 

 

 

# 2 PROPHECY IS A MAIN COMMUNICATION CHANNEL OF GOD TO AND FOR US 

I Corinthians 14:3 states, "Prophecy is for edification, exhortation, and comfort." Personal 

prophecy will usually confirm or witness to God's calling, purpose and direction of the 

believers life.  

CAUTION! Never allow personal prophecy to replace your individual personal relationship 

with God. 

A. God speaking to men through men by His Divine GRACE - I Peter 1:21 
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B. Prophets and Prophecy were God's idea to build His church - Ephesians 4:6-13 

C. Prophecy is a tool of sanctification for the Spirit, Soul, and Body - I Thessalonians 5:23 

 

# 3 OUR ONE SPIRIT WITH GOD IS BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE 

APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, JESUS CHRIST BEING THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE, 

A. Jesus Christ was the greatest prophet of all and the cornerstone of all Christianity 

B. All prophecy must be in the confines of the Bible in both Spirit and Truth 

     (a) Any prophecy that contradicts the Word of God is false prophecy.  

     (b) Prophecy originates in the Divine and God's will & purpose - II Peter 1:21  

     (c) Tongues with interpretation is equal with prophecy - I. Corinthians 14:5b 

C. Prophecy is for Edification of the Church - I Corinthians 14:4 

 

# 4 LIFE IN THE CHURCH (CHRIST’S BODY) COMES WITH THE PROPHETIC 

Every human being is looking for the super-natural and since the Church has refused the 

super-natural intervention of God, people have turned to the fantasy supernatural portrayed 

through television and Hollywood. The growth of "Star Wars" etc. is no more than a search 

for the unknown and the super natural creativity of man's carnality. The physic hot lines, 

which are at best the contact of witches and war-locks through familiar spirits, appear on at 

least 20% of the so-called family orientated TV channels. Also, the personal belief in 

horoscopes, channeling, palm-reading, and hand writing analysis has drastically increased. 

Man has proven what the super-natural can do outside of the Will of God. If you don't 

believe this, just listen to the 6 o'clock news or read any daily paper. 

 

# 5 WHEN ARE WE GOING TO ALLOW THE SUPER NATURAL INTERVENTION OF 

GOD TO BE EVIDENT IN OUR HOMES, BUSINESSES, AND CHURCH ASSEMBLIES 

PROPHECY IS UTILIZED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNERS 

A. Edification for the believer - I Corinthians. 14:3 

B. Edification for the Church - I Corinthians. 14:4 

C. Building the Kingdom of God - Ephesians. 4; Numbers 11:29 

D. Confirms God's knowledge of where and who you are personally 

E. Shows mankind the error of their ways (sins, deceptions, & omissions) 

F. Confirms God's callings, purposes, and ways. 

G. Quite often will reveal destructive deceptions of the enemy (devil). 

 

 

# 6 PROPHECY IS EXPRESSED IN DIFFERENT FORMS AND WORKINGS 

A. Predicts the future - Acts 11:27-30 

B. Confirming the Past and Present; and in quite often confirmed by Word of Knowledge & 

Wisdom 

    - I Corinthians 12:8 

C. Gives strength to stand in time of trouble - I Timothy 1:18 

D. Releases the Power of God - Luke 1:32; Revelation 11:6 

E. Imparts Gifts to men - I Timothy 4:4 

F. Works on both a personal and corporate level 

 

# 7 FORBIDDEN SATANIC REVELATIONS BY GOD'S WORD 

Some of the few counterfeit so-called Prophetic words come in the following manner: 

A. Physic hot lines 

B. Fortune telling 

C. Horoscopes 
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D. Channeling 

E. Palm-reading 

F. Hand writing analysis 

Anytime a person seeks super-natural knowledge or revelation outside of the Will of God 

from a witch, war-lock, clairvoyance, games (Ouija), stars (Astrology), or any other creature 

(man included) other than God, they are in some form of the “occult.” 

 

# 8 Many years ago, we became closely acquainted with a minister and his wife, in fact, the 

wife actually became part of our team on Lay Witness Missions. Years went by that we did 

not have any contact with this couple. 

I was ask to give my testimony at a FGBMFI banquet in the town where this minister and his 

wife resided. Much to my surprise, the minister was there but his wife was missing. After the 

meeting, the minister came to me and ask that I go to his home because his wife did not want 

to miss seeing us. Little did we know that she had developed a compulsive nature of over 

eating. This was to the extent that she could not control physically grabbing the food from a 

buffet type dinner with her hands and filling her tray. Of course, this embraced her greatly 

with this uncontrolled impulse and brought disgrace to her minister husband. 

After arriving at their home, the obviousness of her over-eating was very evident in her obese 

condition. As we sat on a sofa on one side of the room facing the sofa that she and her 

husband were sitting on the other side of the room, the Lord said through me the following 

prophecy which included things and circumstances I had no way of knowing or discovering 

in any way. The basic content of this prophecy was as follows: 

Ever since you were raped by a close relative when you were 14 years of age, you have 

questioned why are you alive and really set a purpose of self destruction. As a minister's wife, 

you could not destroy your life with a gun, knife or poisoning. As a result, you are attempting 

to destroy yourself through over-eating. I continued sharing with her of God's total 

acceptance of her as a person, a child of God. As I concluded this prophecy, which lasted 

over 20 minutes, there was no emotion of the reality of this prophecy, in fact, my wife sitting 

by me thought that I had really missed it. After finishing, the minister's wife looked at me 

and said; "how did you know that I was raped by my uncle and questioned why am I living? 

“Everything you have said was correct and now I don't have to hide this fact from my-

husband any more,” followed by a thank you. 

 

 

# 9 I have found that prophecy is more conformational or exposing of present or past reality. 

The person receiving this prophecy confirms God's knowing of their position in life as well as 

past problems and also furnishes a Godly restoration to the problem. In John 4 Jesus 

exposed the woman at the well's past life and opened her life to the new life which affected 

the whole town of Sychar. 

 

Summary: God gives prophecy to build up, edify, direct, deliver and at times correct the 

Body of Christ. 

Prophecy from God will ALWAYS line up with the Word of God and will never supersede 

anything  written in the Scriptures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 11 

Speaking in Tongues. 

 

 

Thank you for joining us today.  We will be discussing the 9 gifts of the Holy Spirit.  The first 

gifts that we will discuss will be the gifts of utterance; the gifts that say something. The first 

gift of utterance is speaking in tongues.   

 

Divers kinds of tongues is the supernatural utterance in other languages which are not 

known to the speaker (Isaiah  28:11; Mark 16:17; Acts 2:4; Acts 10:44-48; Acts 19:1-7; 1 

Cor. 12:10,28-31; 1 Cor. 13:1-3; 1 Cor. 14:2,22,26,27-32). It may be used to praise and 

worship God with, as well as to get the attention of people to be interpreted by the speaker or 

another Believer. 

This Gift is a supernatural utterance that comes from God through the person of the Holy 

Spirit. Only Spirit-filled, or Spirit-baptized, believers are candidates for this gift. I 

Corinthians 14:22 states that tongues is for a sign to the unbeliever, to stir him inside. The 

apostle Paul tells us in I Corinthians 14:2 “He that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh 

not to men, but unto God.” Thus our spirit can speak to God’s spirit. Tongues is also part of 

the Great Commission to the church – the Lord Jesus Christ’s last words on earth before He 

was taken up into heaven: 

              And he said unto them, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out 

devils; they shall speak in new tongues (Mark 16:15-17).” 

 

WHY SPEAK IN TONGUES? 

      A.  Tongues is evidence of the infilling of the Holy Spirit – Acts 2, 10, 19. 

      B.  Tongues is your prayer language – I Corinthians 14:2. 

      C.  With tongues you magnify God – Acts 10:46. 

      D.  Tongues edifies – I Corinthians 14:4. 

      E.  Tongues brings gladness in singing – I Corinthians 14:15. 

      F.  Tongues is a source of intercessory prayer – Romans 8:26. 

      G.  Tongues is a source of spiritual refreshing – Isaiah 28:11-12. 

      H.  Speaking and ministering to the Lord in tongues is somewhat like a repository of 

profit –  

            I Corinthians 12:7.  

 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is always recognized by speaking in tongues. 

As you know, Jesus was the Son of God from eternity, but was first recognized on earth 

through the womb of a Virgin named Mary. This declaration was set forth by John that the 

Son of God was made Flesh.   He did not record the works and wonders of God until the 

Baptism of John and the descending of the Holy Spirit upon Him. In truth, He received the 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit which He publicly declared as He read Isaiah 61:1-3 and recorded 

in Luke 4:18. 

Therefore as our example of reality, we need this same empowerment of the Holy Spirit as 

Christ Himself needed (Acts 1:8). In fact, Jesus declared this empowerment in Mark 16:16-

29 as needed to work the Works of God. 

Our salvation was purchased by the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior. But as 

John 7:37-39 declares “The Rivers of Living Water flows after Jesus was glorified.” 
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Also declared in John 14:24-26 “the Gift of the Holy Spirit confirms His ascension and the 

Father’s acceptance of His Son’s earthly task completed.” Then and only then, can the 

Father send the empowering Gift of the Holy Spirit to the believer as He did in Acts 2:4 

(Jews), Acts 10:44-46 (Gentiles). 

Jesus bought our salvation on the cross and after fulfilling this; He sent the empowerment of 

the Holy Spirit (God’s Gift to the Believer) back to mankind. This separation of the Water 

Baptism confirms salvation from the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which extends God’s power 

to the believer - Acts 19:1-6. This pattern has never been broken; the Cross purchased our 

Salvation, and Christ’s fulfillment and acceptance purchased the Father’s Gift of the 

empowerment of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49). 

Conditions of receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit:  

“You must be born again – John 3:3-6; Romans 10:8-11. 

 

You must ask – Luke 11:11-13. Ask with a believing heart – Romans 10:9-10. 

Yielding your tongue for the first time in your life to your “re-born Spirit” and not your 

mind.   

Acts 2:4 - “They (you) speak as the Spirit gives utterance.”  

1 Corinthians 14:2 - You speak in God’s language for the first time. Your spirit to God’s 

Spirit. 

Now, not only are you assured of Heaven when you die, but also empowered to fulfill the 

Great Commission – Matthew 28:18-20, John 14:12 and Mark 16:16-20. 

Finally: James 1:16 “Don’t be deceived.” 

             James 1:17 “God doesn’t have any bad Gifts to give His children.”  

 

 

In February 2005 I was driving west on Highway 239, a two lane highway, between Goliad 

and Kennedy, Texas. There was a eighteen wheeler in my lane. I started praying in tongues 

and just before impact he swerved to avoid hitting me and ran off in the grass and tried to 

re-correct and shot behind my van when the truck began to roll. The truck rolled at least 6 

times before coming to rest on its side by a utility pole. I continued to pray in the spirit while 

turning my van around to help the driver. The truck was on its side with the driver hanging 

lifeless and suspended from his seatbelt. There was a three inch tear in the roof. I was still 

praying in tongues and put my fingers in the tear and ripped the top of the roof off. 

Unhooked the driver and could not feel any respiration. Carried the driver through the roof 

and took him a safe distance from the truck and continued to pray in tongues. When I put 

him down life returned. I told him that God must really love him, and talked about the 

goodness of God. By this time several drivers had stopped and they were screaming that the 

truck was going to blow-up.  

I assured them that it would not as I re-entered the truck through the roof and turned the 

ignition off. Reviewing this event it was when I started praying in the Holy Spirit that God 

diverted the truck and saved my life, gave me the power to rip the roof off the truck and 

remove the driver, and God restored life to the driver. Once everything was OK I continued 

on my journey. As soon as the adrenalin returned to normal, I felt pain in my hands. As I 

looked at my hands, I could see that they were lacerated.  What a small price to pay as God 

got the glory, the honor, and the praise! Thank you Jesus for life. 
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Interpretation of Tongues 
 

The second gift of utterance is the gift of interpretation of tongues.   

 

What is the Gift of “Interpretation of Tongues?” This Gift is the supernatural verbalization 

of the meaning of a message just delivered to the church by a member of the body of Christ 

in a language he does not understand. 

 

       What is the purpose of this Gift?  The purpose of Interpretation of Tongues is to 

interpret and  

       render a message intelligible that was given forth in and unintelligible tongue. The 

ministry of the Gift is to edify and build up the church.  

 

       TONGUES + INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES = PHOPHECY 

 

        “Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret – 1 

Corinthians 

          14:13.” The interpretation of tongues requires a measure of faith. 

 

First, I want to identify that each Spirit Filled person has a devotional language or tongue 

which is given by God for their individual edification and comfort. The public tongue is given 

for edification of other individuals or the entire audience. Most people don't realize that what 

we call the Epistles appear to be an interpretation of a public tongue and they begin with a 

greeting like Galatians 1:2 "Unto the Church of Galatia", Ephesians 1:1-2 "To the faithful in 

Christ Jesus, grace and peace be unto you". I did not discover this until I had interpreted 

numerous public tongues. This makes it so simple to start and if you have the interpretation, 

the words will flow easily after the greetings, very much like addressing a letter to a relative 

or friend. My wife, Luella, has a public tongue and quit often we will minister to dozens of 

people and even hundreds of people with her giving a tongue and my interpretation of that 

tongue. Quite often, this is received more readily than a prophecy, even though the Bible says 

they are equal. Since we have ministered this way for many years, we have had no less than 

hundreds of people confirming the accuracy and fulfillment of the word spoken. 

 

One example was in an Oklahoma City breakfast meeting. We always knew when Mr. Gene 

Stumps came in that we were going to receive a message in tongues and quite often, I 

interpreted these tongues. This FGBMFI breakfast was no different, with Gene giving the 

message and I interpreting. After the meeting, a man grabbed me by the arm and drug me to 

Gene's side. As he held on to both of us, he ask "what's going on here?" This stranger knew 

the word was from God but this type of presentation was completely foreign to him. The 

result was, him being filled with the Holy Spirit with his own heavenly language. He told me 

that he was a professional detective and owned a detective agency. His remark was "grab a 

hold of all the participants and don't let them go until you find the answer" which he did. 

   This man and his wife were on the verge of divorce and with these words and 

interpretation thereof, his marriage was restored and they developed a ministry which 

became a part of a large church in the Oklahoma City area. Their ministry restored 

numerous homes and became recognized throughout the Southwest USA.  
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Gift of Wisdom. 

 

The third series covers the gifts of revelation; gifts that reveal things.   The first gift of 

revelation is the gift of wisdom. 

THIS GIFT IS A SUPERNATURAL REVELATION OF THE DIVINE PURPOSES OF 

GOD. IT IS A  

       DIVINE COMMUNICATION, A MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH FROM GOD, GIVEN 

BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE BELIEVER. 

The word of wisdom involves speaking the hidden things – things we would not normally or  

       naturally know – I Corinthians 2:7. 

 

 

Let’s look at these gifts of revelation as spoken by the prophets 

       in scripture who were seers of the future. 

 

A. Noah – God revealed to Noah the coming of the flood – Genesis 6:12-13. 

B. Daniel – Through visions Daniel saw future empires and their nature. 

C. Ezekiel – The prophecy in Ezekiel 38-39 is yet to come. 

D. David – He revealed how the Messiah would come and die – Psalm 2 and 22. 

E. Joel – He prophesied that in the last days God’s Spirit would be poured out upon all flesh 

–  

              Joel 2:28. 

F. Isaiah – He described the nature, kind of person, the way Messiah would die, and what the 

His 

              death would mean to us. 

G. Jesus – He foretold the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and the signs that would 

              accompany His return to earth for His church – Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21. 

 

HOW WAS WISDOM MANIFESTED? 

 A. Joseph interpreted a dream of the future. 

 B. Daniel had a vision at night. 

C. Ezekiel was caught away into the Spirit for a revelation. 

D. John was caught up in the Spirit and the book of Revelation or the Apocalypse was given. 

 

GOD HAS NO SET WAY OF DEALING WITH THE PROBLEMS OF THIS WORLD. HE 

UNVEILS 

HIDDEN MYSTERIES AND THE WISDOM TO EXECUTE HIS COUNSELS. 

 

IS THERE A DIFFERENCE FROM THE INSPIRATIONAL GIFT OF PROPHECY AND 

THE WORD OF WISDOM? The answer is yes. He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 

edification, exhortation  

       and comfort – I Corinthians 14:3. Thus when a person moves into the revelation gift – the 

word of  

       wisdom – whereby he sees the future. 

 

The word of wisdom is a gift of supernatural revelation, or insight into the Lord’s will and 

purpose, showing how to solve any problem that may arise. Some examples of it may be 

found in Luke 22:10-12; John 2:22-24; John 4:16-19; Acts 26:16; Acts 27:21-25; 1 Cor. 5. 



 15 

 

While attending an evening meeting in Central America, I was asked to share my testimony 

and 

       pray for the people afterwards. A friend was doing the same thing with the ladies in 

another room. 

       As people lined up, God would give me a word of wisdom or knowledge to pray. The first 

man in  

       line was nicely dressed, and the Holy Spirit led me to pray for “favor in the court.” I’ve 

learned not  

       to question the Holy Spirit and pray. Later that evening I learned that he was a high 

ranking 

       government official who had gotten drunk and shot a policeman. Since the shooting, he 

received 

       salvation, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and became a member of FGBMFI. I 

remember him  

       looking at me as I prayed. 

      The next morning he stood before the judge and all charges were dismissed. 
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Word of Knowledge. 

 

The second gift of revelation is the gift of the word of knowledge. 

 

THIS GIFT IS A WORD OF GOD’S KNOWLEDGE AND IS RELATED TO A FACT. IT 

DEALS WITH WHAT EXISTS, WHETHER IT IS IN THE PAST OR PRESENT. THIS 

WOULD BE SOMETHING THAT WOULD BE REVEALED TO THE BELEIVER 

WHICH NORMALLY MEETS AN EMERGENCY.  

 

 The word of knowledge is supernatural revelation of knowledge, or insight into the Lord’s 

thoughts and understanding, will, or plan; and also the plans of others that man could not 

know of himself. This can be found in 2 Kings 6:8-12; Acts 9:11-12; Matthew 16:16; John 

1:1-3; Acts 5:3-4; Acts 21:11. 

 

LET’S LOOK AT EXAMPLES FROM SCRIPTURE AS RECORDED BY THE 

PROPHETS: 

A. Elijah – He thought that he was the only righteous one in Israel, but God revealed that 

7000 had not bowed unto Baal – I Kings 19:14-18. 

B. Elisha – Naaman, a Syrian general, received healing from leprosy and the prophet would 

not take money; however, the prophet’s servant, Gehazi, ran after Naaman to take the 

money offered to Elisha. Elisha saw everything Gehazi did in the spirit realm. Elisha 

confronted Gehazi and the servant received Naaman’s leprosy – 2 Kings 5:20-27. 

C. Saul hid himself on the day of inauguration as King of Israel. God revealed to Samuel 

through the Holy Spirit where Saul was hiding – 1 Samuel 10:22 

D. Elisha knew the words that the king spoke in his bedchamber – 2 Kings 6:12. 

E. Jesus knew all about the woman at YAHcob’s well – John 4. 

Testimony 
At a dinner in Central America, people were coming up for prayer. The Holy Spirit would 

reveal what to pray for each person. The second man came up and the Holy Spirit said to 

pray against corruption.  The power of the Spirit knocked this man backwards about 10 or15 

feet! He turned out to be the Chief of Police for that city! He also got born again and changed 

the direction of the entire police department!  
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Discernment of Spirits 
 

The third gift of revelation is the gift of discernment of Spirits. 

Discerning of spirits is God’s revelation, or insight into the realm of spirits to detect them 

and their plans and to read the motives or intentions of people. This is illustrated in Luke 

13:16; John 2:25; Acts 13:9-10; Acts 16:16; 1 Tim. 4:1-4; 1 John 4:1-6. 

THE DISCERNING OF SPIRITS IS THE DIVINE ABILITY TO SEE THE PRESENCE 

AND ACTIVITY OF A SPIRIT THAT MOTIVATES A HUMAN BEING, WHETHER 

GOOD OR BAD. THIS REVELATION COMES TO THE CHURCH THROUGH THE 

FUNCTIONING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND GIVES MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF 

CHRIST INSIGHT INTO THE SPIRIT WORLD. THIS GIFT WILL PENETRATE AND 

REVEAL THE SOUL AND SPIRIT OF A PERSON. 

 

LET’S LOOK AT EXAMPLES IN THE SCRIPTURES: 

        A. Simon, the Soothsayer – He went to the apostles and said, “I’d like to give you money 

for that 

             power” (referring to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit) Acts 8:18-19. Peter rebukes 

Simon “…For 

             I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity – Acts 8:22-

23.” Simon  

             wanted to use the gift to make money. 

       B. Elymas, the Sorcerer – Paul discerns evil tendencies in Elymas “…thou child of the 

devil, thou 

              enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways to the Lord –  

              Acts 13:9-18.”  

       C. Ananias and Sapphira – This couple was looking for popularity in the church and 

wanted the same 

              recognition that Barnabas received. They sold property and gave a sack of money to 

the church, 

              but held some back for themselves. The problem was that both declared that they 

gave all the 

              money. Peter gave Ananias three chances to tell the truth, but Ananias lied three 

times. By lying 

              to the Holy Spirit both fell down dead – Acts 5. 

Testimony 
I was speaking at a chapter of FGBMFI in a smaller city in Oklahoma. I was very familiar 

with this chapter and had spoken there before. Because there was no restaurant or hotel 

facilities available, the chapter met in a recreation building with the chapter furnishing the 

meat and bread and the ladies furnishing the vegetables, salads and deserts. My wife and I 

really enjoyed visiting this chapter because the food was excellent. 

The president's wife was undoubtedly one of the most charming hostesses that you could 

imagine. She was very open and friendly in greeting you and while you were eating, she was 

eager to serve you in any way. You might say, she was THE HOSTESS WITH THE 

MOSTESS. 

At the close of the meeting, several people came forward with different needs and the Lord 

graciously met those needs. Then, as quite often I do, I called different individuals for a 

Word of Prophesy or an undisclosed need which quite often required the DISCERNING OF 

SPIRITS. 

One of the persons that came forward was the president's wife, this wonderful, beautiful 

hostess. Almost to my surprise and to the surprise of everyone in attendance, I discerned a 
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spirit of timidity. Then I ask her to cooperate and demand the SPIRIT OF TIMIDITY to 

leave her and never return. She cooperated completely and agreed that that spirit would no 

longer control her life. She returned to her place in the audience and her very best lady 

friend said, "John is good, but he sure missed it with you, didn't he?" Of course, I did not 

know of this remark until later. 

A few weeks later I crossed paths with this charming president's wife and she reported this 

information to me. She said, “When I was a girl of 13 or 14 years of age, I was so afraid and 

timid that when friends or relatives would come to our house, I would hide. If I could hide 

behind the curtains I would and sometimes I would even go upstairs and hide under the bed 

until they would leave. Of course, I knew that this was not right and by the age of 15 going on 

16, I determined that I would force myself to greet people and not run from them. It was 

really hard at first, but I have practiced this for the past 30 years. Most people thought that I 

was a natural at being gracious, but after we prayed together the other night at our chapter 

meeting it is natural for me now and such a pleasure to be hospitable.“ She can now function 

fully in her God given natural gift. 

 

 

 

 


