
Introduction of the Nine Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 

We are introduced to the Holy Spirit in Genesis 1:1-3. When we think of the creation of the world, the Spirit 

was omnipotence, or all powerful, and  His creative powers were omnipotent. In Psalm 139:7 David is talking 

to God, “Where could I go to escape the presence of your Spirit?” This statement alone informs us that we 

cannot flee from the presence of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is omnipresent. As we read Genesis 6:3, the 

Holy Spirit strives to bring man into a place of reconciliation with God. The Spirit brings communication 

from our hearts to God and from God’s heart to us. We are hearing from heaven. 

We are living in the age of the dispensation of grace, God is pouring out His Holy Spirit upon all flesh – Acts 

2:17. As the infilling of the Spirit of God comes, His gifts will automatically flow. Jesus said, “Howbeith when 

he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself: but 

whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come – John 16:13.” 

Spiritual gifts are given to equip us for God’s service. 

 

Before we can operate in the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, we have to have the Baptism of the Holy Spirit in our 

hearts. We receive Him by believing the Gospel, repenting of our sins and asking Jesus Christ to come into 

our hearts. 

 

Before we go any further, I want to make certain that all who are in here have asked Jesus into their hearts 

to be their Lord in Savior. Is there anyone in here who is not CERTAIN that you are saved and that the Holy 

Spirit is living in your heart? Romans 10:8-10 requires a belief of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and ask 

Him to be Lord of your life. 

 

If anyone raises his or her hand, lead a brief prayer of salvation and have the individual(s) ask Jesus to come 

into his or her heart. 

 

In Acts 2:38, we have the promise that if and when a person repents and his or her sins are forgiven he or she 

can have the Spirit baptism, for the promise is to all people.  

 

Steven Davis one of our members in Washington DC, who works for a Federal Law Enforcement agency, 

tells how he had been raised in church, but had never heard the gospel so he had never asked the Lord Jesus 

into his heart. He was a church attender, but did not know the Lord and was not living a godly life. After 

getting into some trouble, he found a small church where the Gospel was preached. He went to the service 

not out of hunger for the Lord, but out of curiosity. He says he did not particularly enjoy the service, but the 

people were good to him, and friendly, so he came back to the services from time to time. After a year and a 

half, he was very clear that he did not have Jesus in his heart, and was tired of living the old life, so when the 

Pastor asked for those who wanted Jesus to come into their hearts to come forward, Steven came up to the 

front and asked Jesus Christ to come into his heart and to be his Lord and Savior. 

 

Jesus came into his heart, in the form of the Holy Spirit, and from that day on, Steven’s life began to change, 

to the point that his friends noticed the changes before he did, and called his attention to it! It was not him, it 

was the Gift of the Holy Spirit! 

 

Every Spirit filled Believer can be used by God in every one of the spiritual gifts. But having a particular gift 

is indicated by that gift flowing regularly or particularly strong in an individual’s life. For example, any 

Believer who is yielded to the Lord may at times operate in the gift of faith, or the gift of healing or be used 

by the Lord to bring a miracle to pass. The need determines the gift. But, some Believers are used frequently 

and primarily in one area more strongly or more regularly than in other areas. 

 



The gift of faith is the supernatural ability to believe God for things not seen in the natural YET, but a 

person believes and “knows” that God is bringing it to pass, or to fruition.  The gift of faith can operate in 

areas of divine protection and provision.  

 

The gift of Working of Miracles. This is found in Acts 19:11-12  And God wrought special miracles by the 

hands of Paul: So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 

departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.  

 

The gift of Healing. All Believers are encouraged to lay hands on the sick and to pray for them. It is normal 

for the Lord to hear that prayer and heal the person they are praying for.  As we yield ourselves to the Holy 

Spirit, He can develop these gifts in us. 

 

Prophecy is a speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It may refer to future events or to facts or 

events that the speaker had no human way of knowing.  (Acts 3:21; Acts 11:28; Acts 21:11; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 

Cor. 14:23-32). It includes speaking to people to edification, and exhortation and comfort (1 Cor. 14:3) in a 

way that is beyond just kind words. 

Divers kinds of tongues is the supernatural utterance in other languages which are not known to the speaker 

(Isaiah  28:11; Mark 16:17; Acts 2:4; Acts 10:44-48; Acts 19:1-7; 1 Cor. 12:10,28-31; 1 Cor. 13:1-3; 1 Cor. 

14:2,22,26,27-32). It may be used to praise and worship God with, as well as to get the attention of people to 

be interpreted by the speaker or another Believer. Tongues is a sign to the unbeliever, to stir him inside.  

The interpretation of tongues is the inspired gift to interpret in the native tongue what is uttered in other 

languages not known by the one who interprets by the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:10; 1 Cor. 14:5,13-15,27-28). 

 

(1) The word of wisdom is a gift of supernatural revelation, or insight into the Lord’s will and purpose, 

showing how to solve any problem that may arise. Some examples of it may be found in Luke 22:10-

12; John 2:22-24; John 4:16-19; Acts 26:16; Acts 27:21-25; 1 Cor. 5. 

 

(2) The word of knowledge is supernatural revelation of knowledge, or insight into the Lord’s thoughts and 

understanding, will, or plan; and also the plans of others that man could not know of himself. This can be 

found in 2 Kings 6:8-12; Acts 9:11-12; Matthew 16:16; John 1:1-3; Acts 5:3-4; Acts 21:11. 

 

(3) Discerning of spirits is God’s revelation, or insight into the realm of spirits to detect them and their plans 

and to read the motives or intentions of people. This is illustrated in Luke 13:16; John 2:25; Acts 13:9-10; 

Acts 16:16; 1 Tim. 4:1-4; 1 John 4:1-6. 

 

At a dinner in Central America, people were coming up for prayer. The Holy Spirit would reveal what to 

pray for each person. The first person who came up, the Holy Spirit said to pray for favor in court. The 

person was a high government official who had shot a police officer and would be standing before a judge, 

the next morning. The official asked the Lord into his life, truly repenting for his sins, and the next morning 

the Judge dismissed the case. 

The second man came up and the Holy Spirit said to pray against corruption.  The power of the Spirit 

knocked this man backwards about 10 or15 feet! He turned out to be the Chief of Police for that city! He also 

got born again and changed the direction of the entire police department!  

 

Are gifts permanent or temporary?  They are permanent if received as a personal gift from the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 11:29) 

They can be exercised at will. (1 Cor. 14:15,23-32; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) 

They can also be neglected if the person does not exercise them. (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) 

When should gifts be used?  When needed (1 Cor. 12:7; 1 Cor. 14:3-6,12,17,26; Romans 12:3-8) 

Where should gifts be used?  Where needed (1 Cor. 12:7,12-31; 1 Cor. 14:1-40) 



The gifts can be received faith and prayer (1 Cor. 12:31; 1 Cor. 14:1; Matthew 7:7-11) 

The gifts are needed today for the same reason they were needed in the Bible days. (Mark 16:15-20; John 

10:10; Acts 1:8; Acts 10:38; Romans 1:11; 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Cor. 12:1-31) 

 

 


