
Would you like to hear the Good News? 
God still loves you. He never stopped loving you. He loved you so much that He sent His Son Jesus 
to bring you back. All you have to do is let Him bring you back. Will you pray with me? 
 
"Lord Jesus... I want to stop trusting in myself…and what I can do...and start trusting in you...and 
what you have already done...when you died for me on the cross. I know that! am a sinner...and I am 
sorry for my sins. I ask you to forgive me...I believe you rose again...and 1 invite you to come and 
live inside of me. I want you to be my Savior and Lord…which means being #1 in my life. I want to 
repent and turn away...from everything you and the Bible call sin...and I totally commit myself... to 
obeying you...every day, for the rest of my life. Lord Jesus baptize me in your precious Holy Spirit. 
Thank you Jesus." 
Now that you have made peace with God, He is ready for you to begin to grow in a personal 
relationship with Him. 
Receiving More of Jesus? "The Baptism in the Holy Spirit" 

Who is the Holy Spirit? He is God. You might ask, "If the Holy Spirit is God, and Jesus is God, and 
the Heavenly Father is God, are there three Gods?" No. There is only one God as stated earlier. But 
God is unified as One and exists in the three Persons of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This threefold 
nature of God is exhibited even in creation. Humans have a body, a mind, and an eternal spirit. Our 
mind is not our body. Our spirit is not our mind. Are we then three people? No. We are just one 
person with three manifestations. 

After we receive eternal life through confessing Jesus as Lord and Savior, we can also receive what 
the Bible calls the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. The purpose of this Baptism is to be anointed like 
Jesus and do the works that He did. Through this Baptism we receive the power of God, the 
supernatural fruit of the Holy Spirit, and the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, long-
suffering, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). We receive these supernatural capabilities in our 
lives when we receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

Some of the gifts of the Holy Spirit are listed in 1 Corinthians 12. Through the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, God distributes these great gifts to each one individually as He wills for each situation (1 
Corinthians 12:8-11). 

Would you like to receive this great gift?                   Yes   No 

Throughout the New Testament, the Bible shows the manifestations of the gifts after receiving the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Initially the gift of utterance, a language not previously known to the 
person is received, or interpretation of tongues, or prophesy. The gifts of power are faith, healings, 
or miracles. The gifts of revelation are also available: word of knowledge, word of wisdom, or 
discernment of spirits, or any combinations of these gifts. The Holy Spirit will manifest His presence 
differently at different times depending on which gift or gifts are needed at that time. 

Do you believe these things?                                                             Yes   No 

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is received by faith just as salvation is received. Pray the 
following prayer or one similar to it. 

Dear Heavenly Father. I believe You are the source of all love and power. I ask right now for the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. I have faith in You, and that You will give me this great gift. Because I have asked, 
I believe I have now received the Power of God, the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit in my life. I have received all these wonderful gifts by faith. I also ask that You will show me 
how to use these gifts for Your glory by Christ Jesus. I pray now thanking you in the name of my 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. Luke 11:13 

Do you believe you have received these great gifts?                                      Yes   No 

You have received these gifts. You should begin to use these gifts now that God has given you. 

	

	
		

n	April	15,	1987.	We	had	a	very	unique	
relationship.	My	Dad	was	my	best	friend,	
teacher,	mentor,	and	coach.	

The	reason	I	am	standing	here	tonight	is	
because	I	have	the	joy	of	Jesus	Christ	in	my	
heart.	I	remember	my	Dad	saying	to	me,	“Pete,	
if	you	listen	to	me	and	work	hard,	you	can	get	
a	basketball	scholarship.		Maybe	you	will	even	
go	to	the	pros,	and	play	on	a	championship		
	

“They	overcame	him	by	the	blood	of	the		
Lamb	and	by	the	word	of	their	testimony.”				Revelations	12:11	
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Reinhard	Ratz	

				My	name	is	Reinhard	Ratz.	I	am	a	
licensed	professional	mechanical	
engineer	(PE)	and	work	for	a	local	
consulting	engineering	firm.		I	would	
like	to	tell	you	my	story.	
			My	father	was	a	German	soldier	
during	WWII.		At	the	end	of	the	war,	he	
ended	up	in	a	Russian	POW	camp.			

He	told	me	how	he	and	other	soldiers	shared	the	pages	from	
a	New	Testament.		He	found	and	claimed	the	verse	from	1	
Peter	5:7	King	James	Version	(NKJV),	“casting	all	your	care	
on	Him,	for	He	cares	for	you.”	Even	though	my	Dad	did	not	
have	much	education,	he	would	get	up	early	before	work	
and	pray	in	the	living	room.	My	dad	brought	our	family	
from	Germany	over	to	Connecticut	when	I	was	three	years	
old.	I	grew	up	in	a	Christian	home,	and	both	of	my	parents	
were	Christians.	We	would	have	regular	Bible	reading	and	
prayer.		We	attended	a	small	full	gospel	church	in	
Connecticut.	When	I	was	eleven	years	old,	I	went	forward	
on	a	Wednesday	evening	altar	call	and	received	Jesus	Christ	
as	Lord	and	Savior.	I	had	a	paper	route	as	a	teenager	and	
tithed	my	income.		God	has	blessed	and	provided	for	me	
through	the	years,	and	He	rebuked	the	devourer.	I	realized	
the	importance	of	living	as	a	Christian	example	to	others.				
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When	I	was	nineteen	years	old,	I	went	to	a	Campus	Crusade	for	Christ	
meeting	to	put	on	a	show	time	clinic.		I	didn’t	know	anything	else	but	to	do	
my	thing.	For	three	days,	I	heard	who	Jesus	Christ	was,	and	for	three	days	I	
rejected	Him.	On	the	third	day	Mr.	Bill	Bright,	founder	of	Campus	Crusade,	
gave	a	message	like	Dr.	Graham.	Many	people	came	forward,	and	my	friend	
was	just	like	me.	We	partied	all	the	way	out.	We	had	a	good	time.	We	had	all	
the	pleasure	we	wanted.	I	said,	“You	can’t	fall	for	this.”	They	are	nothing	but	
a	bunch	of	hypocrites.	I	don’t	want	anything	to	do	with	this	because	I	had	
set	my	goals.	I	didn’t	have	time	for	Christ,	and	I	went	back	out	in	the	
wilderness	for	sixteen	years.	

I	did	everything	I	wanted.	I	became	an	All-American	Basketball	player	
while	playing	for	my	Dad	at	LSU.	I	got	all	the	trophies	and	awards.	I	was	on	
the	cover	of	sports	magazines.	I	had	a	trophy	six	foot	five	and	a	quarter	
inches	tall,	the	same	height	as	I	am.	It	has	been	in	the	attic	for	fifteen	years	
collecting	dust.	

I	signed	the	largest	contract	in	sports	for	one	million	dollars	in	1970.	I	
went	to	my	dad	and	said,	“I	hope	you’re	proud	of	me.	All	I	need	now	is	the	
ring,	and	when	I	get	my	ring.	I	will	be	able	to	sit	by	the	pool	and	wiggle	my	
toes	in	the	water	and	sit	back	with	my	drink	and	live	happily	ever	after.”	
That	was	what	I	thought,	but	it	didn’t	turn	out	that	way.	

On	a	November	night	in	1982,	while	Jackie	and	the	boys	slept	upstairs,	I	
sat	in	my	den	staring	at	the	television.	Around	midnight	I	turned	off	the	set	
and	quietly	slipped	into	bed.	I	pondered	the	impact	of	alcohol	had	on	my	life	
and	family.	For	hours	and	hours	I	lay	awake,	tortured	by	my	memories.	
Then	I	had	a	revelation.	I	saw	all	my	sin.	I	then	heard	a	voice.	“BE	STRONG.	
LIFT	THINE	OWN	HEART.”	The	words	were	delivered	“loud	as	thunder.”	
Having	experienced	a	transcendental	moment,	I	prayed	for	salvation.	“With	
tears	in	my	eyes	I	said,	“Jesus,	I	know	You	are	real	because	I’ve	tried	
everything	else.	When	I	took	God	into	my	heart,	it	was	the	first	true	
happiness	I	ever	had.	

I	want	you	to	know	about	Peter	Maravich.	You	may	have	never	heard	of	
me,	but	it	makes	no	difference.	I	am	just	one	person	on	this	earth	saved	
through	the	grace	of	God	by	Jesus	Christ.	I	won	every	trophy	and	award	in	
my	life,	and	I	always	wanted	more.	It	wasn’t	money	because	money	won’t	
buy	happiness.	It	wasn’t	material	things	that	many	of	you	are	striving	for.	I	
drove	Rolls	Royces,	BMWs,	Mercedes,	and	Porches.	It	wasn’t	religion.	It	was	
because	of	religion	that	Jesus	Christ	was	placed	on	the	cross.	The	thing	
about	Christianity	is	that	it	is	your	choice.	You	can’t	work	or	earn	it,	and	I	
knew	this.	I	understand	it	now.	

And	the	last	thing	I	would	like	to	say	is	this,	“Next	week	I	will	be	
inducted	into	the	Hall	of	Fame	in	Canton,	Ohio.	I	will	get	that	big	diamond	
ring;	in	fact	it	will	be	bigger	than	the	championship	ring.	But	I	will	tell	you		

	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

To	mentor	young	men	who	have	never	had	a	positive	male	
role	model	by	being	a	spiritual	father	to	them.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	
	

	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

	
	 	the	tool	bar	“About	Us.”	 	click	on	 .	

Near	high	school	graduation,	I	applied	to	West	Point	and	was	
accepted.			During	my	time	at	West	Point,	I	received	the	
baptism	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	I	am	thankful	for	the	boldness,	
power,	and	edification	through	praying	in	the	spirit.	I	could	
feel	the	leading	of	the	Holy	Spirit	even	when	taking	tests	on	
whether	I	had	answered	correctly	or	needed	to	look	at	
something	further.	I	was	on	the	cycling	team	and	was	the	
first	cycling	club	president.	After	graduation,	while	stationed	
in	Fulda,	Germany,	for	three	years,	God	blessed	me	in	my	
military	duties	and	off	post	duties.	Some	of	my	German	
Christian	friends	and	I	started	meeting	for	Bible	studies	at	
my	apartment.	We	eventually	rented	a	facility	for	a	Christian	
tea	room.		We	were	open	several	evenings	each	week	for	
Bible	study	and	fellowship.	I	had	opportunity	to	share	the	
Word	of	God	there.	After	attaining	the	rank	of	Captain,	I	left	
the	army	and	spent	time	seeking	God.		A	month	later,	I	
became	the	youth	pastor	at	a	full	gospel	church,	and	then	did	
evangelistic	work.	I	worked	in	a	variety	of	jobs.	This	included	
working	on	drilling	rigs	in	the	Gulf	of	Mexico,	working	for	a	
garage	door	business,	and	owning	a	garage	door	installation	
business.	I	was	able	to	see	how	God	provided	my	“daily	
bread.”		
					Once	while	visiting	a	church	in	Waco,	I	was	asked	pray	for	
someone.		I	commanded	whatever	did	not	belong	in	the	body	
to	leave	in	the	name	of	Jesus.		The	person	got	up	during	the	
service	and	said,	“It	was	gone.”	In	1991,	as	result	of	meeting	
people	during	a	crusade	in	Greenville,	TX,	I	became	a	pastor	
of	a	small	independent	full	gospel	church	in	Commerce,	TX.				
During	ten	years	of	marriage,	we	had	two	sons	and	a	
daughter,	who	are	now	grown	and	doing	well.		
			In	1997,	I	published	a	book	Witness	on	the	Internet.	I	had	
been	emailing	gospel	invitations	to	people	by	the	thousands		
and	had	been	getting	hundreds	of	replies	back.		I	started	a	
Christian	website	to	direct	people	to	basic	Christian	
discipling,	answers,	and	resources.	This	has	grown	to	the	
current	goodpassage.com/.org	website.	I	am	thankful	for		

	God's	protection.	Once	on	a	trip	to	Europe,	a	person	pulled	a	
gun	on	me.		I	recognized	that	the	gun	was	a	fake	and	told	him.				
	


