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Chuck Ripka 

Would you like to hear the Good News? 

God still loves you. He never stopped loving you. He loved you so much that He sent 
His Son Jesus to bring you back. All you have to do is let Him bring you back. Will you 
pray with me?  
“Lord Jesus… I want to stop trusting in myself…and what I can do…and start trusting in 
you…and what you have already done…when you died for me on the cross. I know that I 
am a sinner…and I am sorry for my sins. I ask you to forgive me…I believe you rose 
again…and I invite you to come and live inside of me. I want you to be my Savior and 
Lord…which means being #1 in my life. I want to repent and turn away…from everything 
you and the Bible call sin…and I totally commit myself…to obeying you…everyday, for the 
rest of my life. Lord Jesus baptize me in your precious Holy Spirit. Thank you Jesus.” 
Now that you have made peace with God, He is ready for you to begin to grow in a 
personal relationship with Him.   
Receiving More Of Jesus? “The Baptism in the Holy Spirit” 
Who is the Holy Spirit? He is God.  You might ask, “If the Holy Spirit is God, and 
Jesus is God, and the Heavenly Father is God, are there three Gods?” No. There is 
only one God as stated earlier. But God is unified as One and exists in the three 
Persons of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This threefold nature of God is exhibited 
even in creation. Humans have a body, a mind, and an eternal spirit.  Our mind is not 
our body.  Our spirit is not our mind. Are we then three people? No. We are just one 
person with three manifestations. 
• After we receive eternal life through confessing Jesus as Lord and Savior, we can 
also receive what the Bible calls the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. The purpose of this 
Baptism is to be anointed like Jesus and do the works that He did. Through this 
Baptism we receive the power of God, the supernatural fruit of the Holy Spirit, and 
the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
• The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, long-suffering, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). We receive these 
supernatural capabilities in our lives when we receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
• Some of the gifts of the Holy Spirit are listed in 1 Corinthians 12. Through the 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit, God distributes these great gifts to each one individually 
as He wills for each situation (1 Corinthians 12:8-11). 
• Would you like to receive this great gift?                                                      Yes   No                           
• Throughout the New Testament, the Bible shows the manifestations of the gifts 
after  receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Initially the gift of utterance, a 
language not previously known to the person is received, or interpretation of 
tongues, or prophesy. The gifts of power are faith, healings, or miracles. The gifts of 
revelation are also available: word of knowledge, word of wisdom, or discernment of 
spirits, or any combinations of these gifts. The Holy Spirit will manifest His presence 
differently at different times depending on which gift or gifts are needed at that time. 
• Do you believe these things?                                                                         Yes    No               
• The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is received by faith just as salvation is received. Pray 
the following prayer or one similar to it. 
• Dear Heavenly Father.  I believe You are the source of all love and power. I ask right 
now for the gift of the Holy Spirit. I have faith in You, and that You will give me this 
great gift. Because I have asked, I believe I have now received the Power of God, the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit in my life. I have received all 
these wonderful gifts by faith. I also ask that You will show me how to use these gifts 
for Your glory by Christ Jesus. I pray now thanking you in the name of my Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
• Do you believe you have received these great gifts?                                     Yes    No                                                                                                             
• You have received these gifts. You should begin to use these gifts now that God 
has given you. 

Hearing His 

Voice 
They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb  

and by the word of their testimony… 
Revelation 12:11 

 
My name is Chuck Ripka. I am a mortgage 

loan officer and the founder of Rivercenter 

International Network of Christians. My 

book "God Out of the Box" is filled with God 

stories in the marketplace. Here's where my 

story really began... 

At 21 years old, I invited Christ into my life. 

Growing up in a Catholic church, I had 

knowledge of God but didn’t have any 

relationship until I invited Jesus into my life. 

I began reading the Bible for the first 

time ever. When I read 'God is the 

same yesterday, today and forever'; I said, "Lord, if that’s true, as you spoke 

to them, speak to me. I want to hear your voice. I want to know your will in 

my life. I want to have dreams. I want to have visions. I need to hear your 

voice. So if you’re real, speak to me." 

 Be careful what you ask for because I sensed that God was beginning to 

speak to me. One of the first things He told me was “Chuck, you’re going to 

have 4 to 5 children and if you have them, I promise you I will provide for 

all of them.” My wife and I met when we were 17 years old, got married 

when we were 20. By the time I was 25, we had 4 children. “Lord, you said 

4 or 5. I have 4 so am I done or is there one more?”  He gave me a picture 
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of a hand and the thumb was not filled in yet. So he said, "Five and it will be 

a boy." One of the very first things God spoke to me about was family. So 

I’m going to share about business but I want to encourage you that in God’s 

heart, it all starts at home. 

In my journey with God I said, “Speak to me, I want to hear you, I want to 

know your will in my life.” In 1985 he spoke to me when I was working at a 

furniture store in St. Paul, MN. “Chuck, someday you’re going to pray with a 

customer.”  I didn’t know if you could or couldn’t do that. All I knew was 

what I heard. Well, what He said was 'someday'. "Oh well, no problem, I 

can do that. I’ve never done that before but I can do that."  I worked with a 

lot of people for the next three months and never heard the Lord tell me 

anything about anybody or anything. The only person I had ever prayed 

with was my mom.  I was 25 years old when this gentleman walked into the 

store, and the Lord said, "He's the one."   

I knew right away what he meant. I’m thinking...“No Lord, I can’t. I’ve got a 

bad week going. I’m on commission. What if he thinks I’m a nut and he 

walks out of the store?” I started coming up with all kinds of excuses that I 

couldn't do this. As he approached me, I took a deep breath and then said, 

“Okay Lord, I’ll do it but I don’t know how.” This is still my number one 

prayer today, “Lord, open the door. If this is you, open the door because I 

don’t know how to do this.” The stranger came up to me looking for a 

mattress and as we walked down the aisle and I showed him a mattress, all 

of a sudden he began to tell me the troubles of his life. He’s divorced, he’s 

got custody of the kids, life really stinks...and he stops and says, “Why am I 

telling you this?”  

I say, “Well, I know why. God spoke to me 3 months ago and told me 

someone like you was going to come into the store and I was supposed to 

pray with you to invite Christ into your life. Could we do that?” He said, 

“Okay.” It was that simple. One thing that I tell people is I’m finally getting 

comfortable being uncomfortable. I just get used to it. That’s one of the 

first signs I find when people say. How do you know if it’s God? Well, are 

you uncomfortable? If you are, that’s probably the one of the first signs to 

me that God’s in it.  

So this gentleman prays and invites Christ into his life and something really 

important happens right after that. He bought the mattress! God spoke to 

me and said, “Chuck, I've just proven that you can do ministry and prosper 

at the same time.” So at 25 years old God had begun to speak to me about 

doing ministry and doing business at the same time.  

My desire is to follow God. Whatever he tells me to do, wherever he calls 

me to go.  

To read Chuck's full testimony and find more businessmen stories, please 

visit http://FGBT.org  

OUR  MISSION  is based on a vision that God gave to a businessman- a 

dairy farmer.  In that vision, he saw hundreds of despondent men 

who felt they had no chance of making it in the world.  Then they 

heard a message of hope and they came alive!  Their heads held high; 

they were transformed into productive men with dignity and 

purpose. 

GOD’S PURPOSE FOR OUR FELLOWSHIP 

 To reach men everywhere for Jesus Christ with the same 
social, cultural or business interests. 

 To call men to God:  to help men become born again, 
baptized in the Holy Spirit, operate in the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 To mentor young men who have never had a positive 
male role model by being a spiritual father to them. 

 To provide a basis of fellowship among all men everywhere, 
regardless of church affiliation. 

 To bring about a greater measure of unity and harmony in 
the Body of Christ. 

 To train and equip men to succeed in the business world. 

Learning about Business 

Go to www.fgbt.org for free access to the training.  Click on Business 

Multiplication Plan in the top tool bar. In the dropdown menu, click on 

free Business Seminars.  

 

Click on the FGBMF in America link on the tool bar. Click on Business 

by the Spirit and download the free PDFs. 

http://fgbt.org/

